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The first sign of the heroin Humbert sees when he enters the Haze house is “the
brown core of an apple”’(Nabokov, 1987: 39). Right after the description, following
Charlotte downstairs into the dining room, Humbert mentions again: “We cursorily
inspected a mahogany table with a fruit vase in the middle, containing nothing but the
still glistening stone of one plum”(Nabokov, 1987: 219).
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The following part depicts that she is playing opposite Humgert and Humbert is
winning:

There was nothing wrong or deceitful in the spirit of her game--unless one
considered her cheerful indifference towards its outcome as the feint of a nymphet.
She who was so cruel and crafty in everyday life, revealed on innocence, a frankness,
a kindness of ball-placing, that permitted a second-rate but determined player, no
matter how uncouth and incompetent, to poke and cut his way to victory [. . .] any
abrupt attack, or sudden change of tactics on her adversary’s part, left her helpless
[. . .] Her dramatic drives and lovely volleys would candidly fall at his feet. Over and

over again she would land an easy one into the net--and merrily mimic dismay by
drooping in a ballet attitude, with her forelocks hanging. (Nabokov, 1987: 247)
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In order to relieve himself of tension, he makes up the love story between him
and Charlotte. He lies to the others he had an affair with Charlotte thirteen years ago,

and deceives people into believing Lolita is virtually his own daughter:

It was also noted that Charlotte and | had known each other for several years and
that | was a distant relation of her first husband. I hinted I had had an affair with her
thirteen years ago but this was not mentioned in print. To Charlotte | said that society
columns should contain a shimmer of errors. (Nabokov, 1987: 79)

From a boulder she smiled through blown hair. It had been taken in April 1934, a
memorable spring. While on a business visit to the States, | had had occasion to spend
several months in Pisky. We met--and had a mad love affair. | was married, alas, and
she was engaged to Haze, but after | returned to Europe, we corresponded through a
friend, now dead. (Nabokov, 1987: 105)

Yes, I would devote all my life to the child’s welfare. Here, incidentally, was a
little cross that Charlotte Becker had given me when we were both young. ‘John,’
cried Jean, ‘she is his child, not Harold Haze’s. Don’t you understand? Humbert is
Dolly’s real father. (Nabokov, 1987: 107)
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